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The Dogwood Days of Summer 
 

Ahh, the summer months of Southeast Texas.  
Coming from the Midwest, I heard the rumors of the intense summer heat and 

humidity, but never really believed that it could actually be this hot! I was reminded of 
this fact while examining the trees at Buffalo Run Park, which is home to a few nice 
patches of rough-leaved dogwood. Let me assure you, their leaves were looking rough 
and crispy, and the cause was a combination of drought stress and consistent sunny and 
warm temperatures. What many people don’t realize is that drought can be a gateway to 
many tree health problems!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Just how important is watering your trees?     
  According to the Texas Forest Service, green plants normally have a moisture 
content of 125%-200%; however, during severe droughts, the moisture content of woody 
plants can drop below 100%. What this means is that trees start looking a little less like 
healthy trees and more like firewood. What’s worse, is that drought stress can cause a 
domino effect on tree health. Drought can be fatal to newly planted trees, which require 
constant soil moisture while they are establishing a new root system. However, even 
older trees, with extensive root systems, can have harmful results from drought. Drought 
conditions and warm temperatures result in less transpiration, which is the process by 
which plants regulate air and water for eventual food production and growth. When trees 
are unable to gather & store enough water to complete this process, we can see things like 
leaf browning (scorch) and loss. This can also result in a weakened tree defense system 
against common insects and diseases, such as pine bark beetles, trunk borers, and 
Hypoxylon canker.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Drought stress & leaf scorch on maple 
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What can I do to protect my tree?  
 The simplest things you can do to help your trees this summer is mulch around 
the root system and routinely water. Shredded wood mulch chips do a great job retaining 
soil moisture in the soil beneath, which means it’s available for the tree for a longer 
period of time. The appropriate amount of mulch also helps to prevent weeds from 
growing and stealing water and nutrients from the tree, which is better for the tree and 
your weed whacker. Spread your mulch ring as wide around your tree as you can, but be 
careful not to place more than a 4 inch tall layer around your tree. More than 4 inches 
height of mulch mounds can lead to improper root growth, homes for undesirable critters, 
and even prevention of water from getting to the roots. In addition to mulch, give your 
trees a long, deep watering every week we don’t receive a good rain. A good rule of 
thumb for watering is 10 gallons weekly for every inch diameter of the trunk. Be careful, 
you can cause root damage with long periods of standing water, so if your soil has 
drainage trouble you might need to use less water but more frequently. Remember, tree 
roots can grow 2-3 times the width of the branch spread, so spread your water over a 
large area, not just the trunk.  
 
Stay Moist This Summer!     
      

 

Borer destruction on ash Hypoxylon Canker on oak- picture from 
Texas Forest Service 

Some good mulching at Community Park 


